The most recent statistics from the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) indicate that an
estimated 5.1 million days were lost to work related ill-health or injury within the health
and social work industry in 2007/8. This gives an estimated rate of 1.9 days lost per
worker, higher than the rate of all industries.

e Musculoskeletal disorders and stress accounts for over half of those

e The survey of self reported work-related illness carried out in 2007/8 estimated
that 178,000 people whose current or most recent job in the last year was in the
health and social work sector suffered from an illness which was caused or made
worse by their job.

e There have been 16 fatal injuries in the health and social work industries since
1999/2000-2007/2008.

e Across all industries there were 27,976 major injuries to employees reported in
2007/08. There were 108,795 other injuries (non major) to employees causing
absence from work for over 3 days. Around two fifths were caused by handling,
lifting or carrying.

e In 2008, handling harmful substances, prolonged sitting and manual handling
were the most commonly reported hazards by British employees

¢ Musculoskeletal disorders, slipping and tripping and stress were the most
commonly reported health and safety risks by British employers.
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Over 3 Day Injuries to all Employees in the
Health Services Sector by Kind of Accident
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