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Reproduced by kind permission of Audrey Nelson.  

Note that we have used the original document but changed the terminology where appropriate, for instance adding weights in Kilograms 

to the originally shown Pounds 

Developed By:  

VISN 8 Patient Safety Center 11605 N. Nebraska Avenue 673/118M Tampa, FL 33612-5738  

http://www.visn8.med.va.gov/patientsafetycenter/ 

 
 

Start Here  
 
 

No

Carer assistance not needed; Stand 
by for safety as needed. 

Partially 

If exam table/stretcher can be 
positioned to a low level, use non-
powered stand assist. If not, use a full 
body sling lift. 

Yes 

Yes

Can the 
patient bear 

weight? 

No 
Use fill body sling and 2 or more 
carers. 

Is the patient 
cooperative? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Use full body sling lift 
and 2 or more carers High/low exam table and stretchers would 

be ideal. 
 During any patient transferring task, if any 

carer is required to lift more than 
35lbs/16kg. of a patient’s weight, then the 
patient should be considered to be fully 
dependent and assistive devices should be 
used for the transfer. 
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